The Day Josh Escaped From Slavery
By Zach
[bookmark: _GoBack]One day I was working for my master his name is Mr. Joe Handcafe. He had a plantation down south. My master whipped me if I did not do something right. Blood would run down my back like a waterfall. I just got tired of it. So I decided to escape. So this is how my story began. 
One evening I was out in the field. My master walked away to get a drink. I ask him if he could get me one. He said no. So I got mad and escaped when he wasn’t looking. That night I ran and ran, following the river, when I saw a guy. He scared me and I ran way. Then he yelled, “ I am a abolitionist.” So I stopped, and I thought about what was an abolitionist. I yelled to that guy, “Will you help me?” He yelled back, “Yes, follow me”.
I stopped and went over to him.  He said his name was Joe.  I said that was my master’s name. He asked me what my name was. I said “Josh”. I told him I was 14 years old. Joe said that I was a little young to be running away But I told him I was not too young. I was sick of being a slave.  Ever since I was ten years old I’ve been working all day and night without much to eat.  I told him how my master had treated me.  I was out in the heat all day picking cotton.   Sometimes, if I didn’t pick enough cotton to make the master happy, he whipped me till my back bled.  So Joe asked, “How did you feel when you ran away?” I said I was scared, happy in a way, nervous, and sad because I have to go through it. 
We walked over to his horse and I hid in a little pack in the wagon. It was pretty small but I still fit in it. We traveled and traveled. Then we reached a free state. 
There was where I started a new life. I got a girlfriend. We had two children. Before the Civil War ended, I was always worried that my master would find me and return me to the plantation, but no body caught me. When the war ended, I was free at last. [image: http://ts4.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=1550283060963&id=e04d78274294b43c96ce233570d20928&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk%2fUSASwhipping.jpg]
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